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Displayed in the Works of Providence and Grace; in a Series of Letters to an Inquiring
Friend.--19 letters discussing God's Decrees, Providence, Care, Predestination, Election,
Promises, Prophecy, Moral Governemtn, etc. as well as the Free Agency of man and the
Perserverance of the Saints.--Preface by Archibald Alexander.

About the AuthorDr. Hassan Bahrami currently holds a Postdoctorate position and is the lecturer
of practical petroleum engineering courses at the Department of Petroleum Engineering at
Curtin University, and also works as consultant reservoir engineer for Aurora Oil and Gas in
Perth, Australia and Houston, USA. Prior to joining Curtin University (2009-present), he worked
for Schlumberger Data Consultant Services as Borehole reservoir engineer (2003-2009).
Bahrami has PhD in Petroleum Engineering, MSc in Reservoir Engineering, and BSc in
Chemical Engineering. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.From the Back CoverTight gas
reservoirs have very low permeability and porosity, which cannot be produced at economical
flow rates unless the well is efficiently stimulated and completed using advanced and optimized
technologies. Economical production on the basis of tight gas reservoirs is challenging in
general, not only due to their very low permeability but also to several different forms of
formation damage that can occur during drilling, completion, stimulation, and production
operations.This study demonstrates in detail the effects of different well and reservoir static and
dynamic parameters that influence damage mechanisms and well productivity in tight gas
reservoirs. Geomechanics, petrophysics, production and reservoir engineering expertise for
reservoir characterization is combined with a reservoir simulation approach and core analysis
experiments to understand the optimum strategy for tight gas development, delivering improved
well productivity and gas recovery.--This text refers to the hardcover edition.
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subject, introduced to the attention of the reader in these Letters, is abstruse and difficult, it is
here treated in a very intelligible and familiar manner. The chief excellency of these Letters is,
that they present the subject of “divine decrees,” without that forbidding aspect, which it is apt to
assume in the view of many persons. One thing the reader may be assured of, that whether he
should coincide in opinion with the author or not, he will find nothing in the volume calculated to
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the writer, pervades the whole. The doctrine explained and defended, is undoubtedly
scriptural; and we should all, without prejudice, cordially embrace it; and where we meet with
points which we cannot comprehend, we should bow with humble submission to the dictates of
heaven; sensible that our understandings are feeble, and our knowledge small. At the close of
the volume, there are two Letters, replete with solid argument and ingeniousillustration,<8> on
“the perseverance of the saints.” It will be here seen, that the representations commonly given of
this comfortable doctrine, by its enemies, are exceedingly distorted, and altogether unjust. When
rightly understood it is the very thing which the Christian needs, not only to comfort his heart, but
to encourage his efforts. It ought surely to be a pleasing thought that no member of Christ’s
mystical body shall be broken off; no sheep of his flock be finally lost; for “we are kept by the
power of God through faith unto salvation” [1 Peter 1:5].A.
ALEXANDER. Princeton, New Jersey._____LETTERS ON THE DIVINE
PURPOSE.___Letter 1DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TRUTH AND ERROR ALWAYS
IMPORTANT.Dear<9> Sir—Your letter has been received, in which you request my opinion on
various religious topics, for the purpose of aiding you in forming a correct decision, respecting
that denomination of Christians with which it would be most expedient to connect yourself. I will
endeavor to appreciate, but not abuse, the opinion you are pleased to express respecting my
candor and my ability for the performance of such a task. I feel encouraged in this undertaking
by the serious intention you express of connecting yourself with that denomination, which, after
due deliberation and prayer, shall appear to you most conformable to the sacred Scripture, in its
doctrines and form of government. When a person is already determined, it is absurd to ask, and
vain to give advice. It is my duty, and my pleasure, to explain publicly, and from house to
house, that system of doctrines held by the Church to which I belong. If it pleases God to render
these instructions effectual in awakening the careless, in directing theserious<10> inquirer; or in
comforting the believer, to His name be the praise. But I sincerely pray, that God, in His mercy,
may preserve me from that party spirit, which would lead me to view it as a primary object to
make proselytes. The preceding remark does not imply that there is no difference between
truth and error; or that error is not always pernicious, and truth always useful; or that one system
of doctrines is not better calculated to excite devout affections in the heart; or that one form of
church government does not furnish happier inducements to a religious life, than another.
Because we should guard against the influence of party spirit, that is no reason why we should
remain the victims of error and delusion; or why we should not, with patience and diligence,
inquire after truth. Ignorance and error are the most prolific sources of intolerant bigotry. The
history of the church will prove, if I mistake not, that in proportion to the general diffusion of
religious knowledge, less of this spirit is perceived, and when the knowledge of the Lord shall
cover the earth, as the waters do the sea, this spirit shall be driven from the kingdom of Christ: it
shall not hurt, or destroy, in all the holy mountain [Isaiah 11:9]. This consideration furnishes
additional inducements for inquiring after truth. If we would escape the mortal fangs of this
serpent, of this destroyer of Christian peace, let us as much as possible be filled with all



knowledge [Romans 15:14]; let us know the truth, and the truth will make us free [John 8:32].
This inquiry should be pursued with an earnest desire for instruction, with humility, with prayer,
and with a firm purpose of embracing the truth when discovered: this firmness should be
tempered with meekness, forbearance and charity. I<11> am very far from admitting, that it is
a matter of indifference, what system of religious doctrines we receive. It is impossible that
opposite doctrines can both be true; and equally impossible that error should answer the
purpose, or produce the effects of truth. Error may sometimes mingle, and be received with truth;
but still it is error; and still it is pernicious. In proportion to its degree, it will retard the progress of
the Christian, and mar the beauty of the divine image on his heart. Truth may be blended with
error; but still it is truth; and still it is useful. The disproportion may be so great; error may so far
exceed truth, and may relate to such fundamental points, as to prevent altogether the existence
of vital piety. The Holy Spirit is a spirit of truth: He never has made, and never will make error and
falsehood instrumental in regenerating and purifying the heart. Truth alone is honored with this
instrumentality. The human countenance is composed of a certain number of features. If these
features are regular, and in just proportion, animated with intelligence, beaming with generosity,
mildness and love, we call it an interesting and beautiful countenance; we are charmed with its
attraction, and prepossessed, at first sight, in its favor. In another, we recognize all the features;
but without that regularity and due proportion which would permit us to call it beautiful; and
without that sweetness which awakens our complacency. In another, we discover so little of
these properties, that we pronounce it the reverse of beautiful and amiable. In some instances a
part of the features may be handsome, and others the reverse; in others, some of the features
may be entirely wanting, still we call it a human countenance. It is possible to conceive<12> of
such an assemblage of parts, though called by the same name by which the human features
are, yet so disproportionate, and distorted, as to be frightful; we deny it the character of human; if
attached to a human body, we call it a monster; if to a different body, we call it a brute. In the
moral character of man, a similar variety prevails; some are beautiful with, at least, a distant
resemblance of their Saviour; others are deformed with sin. The features of the divine image are
drawn on the heart through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth [2 Thessalonians
2:13]. The word of God is truth. The doctrines of the Bible possess an intrinsic fitness to impress
the mind. Each of them, so far as it is understood and believed, will, through the spirit of grace,
produce its appropriate effect, awaken its correspondent affection in the soul. These doctrines,
taken collectively, constitute that form, or mold (Romans 6:17), into which the heart is delivered,
by the Great Artificer, that it may receive, and retain all the features and lineaments of his own
image. That this “form of sound, or health-giving (2 Timothy 1:13) words” may have this effect,
we must hold it fast, must cling to it, by faith and love, which is in Christ Jesus. In proportion to
the accuracy and extent of our knowledge, and the sincerity of our faith in these doctrines, will
be the beauty and perfection of the divine image; we shall possess all those affections and
dispositions which belong to the character of Christ; of His fulness we shall receive, and grace
for grace [John 1:16]. If that system of doctrines, which we profess to hold, is but imperfectly



understood, then its effects can be but faintly traced on the mind. If it be only some of these
doctrines with which we are acquainted, or can be said to know, while of<13> others we are
entirely ignorant, then correspondent deficiencies will remain in the character—The mold is
complete, but the metal does not come in contact with it. If the system which we receive be
mixed with error, then the character will exhibit, not merely deficiencies, but deformities,
answering to, and produced by these errors; for the metal will bear the impression of the mold
into which it is cast. Error, when believed, will, as certainly as truth, produce its effect. While
Christians of all denominations, in proportion as they receive the sincere milk of the word [1
Peter 2:2], manifest their likeness to the Saviour, and are growing in a meetness for the
inheritance of the saints in light; the man, who has never been born again, who receives not the
Lord Jesus Christ by faith, whose heart has never melted with evangelical repentance, is
destitute of every feature of the divine image. He is led astray by an evil heart of unbelief
[Hebrews 3:12]; and is completely under the government of falsehood. No saving truth mingles
with that system of error, which is habitually strengthening its grasp, and deepening its
impression on his soul. While a divine Agent is imparting His own likeness to the character of
Christians, a very different agent, wielding different instruments, is actively employed in
imparting his likeness to the character of the sinner. His affections are all fixed on improper
objects, or, in an improper degree, on right objects; his dispositions all tend the wrong way. All
the features of his moral character are so completely distorted, and so disproportionate, as to
exhibit nothing but a frightful and hideous picture of deformity: He is a monster in the moral world.
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